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What is a normal Winter? 
A normal winter across 
the central plains 
typically has its ups and 
downs. The average 
highs are close to 40 
degrees and average 
lows are in the teens, 
however records range 
from the 60s and 70s to 
the -20s and -30s.  
 
This graph shows the 
records (highs-red and 
lows-blue) and normal 
highs and lows (tan) 
along with last winter 
observed (dark blue 
bars) for North Platte. 



What is a normal Winter? 
Along with the ups and 
downs in temperatures, 
precipitation (typically 
snowfall) will come and 
go as storm systems 
move across the area. 
This time of year the 
total precipitation is 
much lower than in the 
spring and summer 
months.  
 
This graph shows the 
average (red line) along 
with last winter’s 
observed (dark blue  
line) for North Platte. 



Winter Statistics 

Above are some statistics for the three months (December, January and February) 
for North Platte. Highlighted in red numbers are from last winter . 



What is expected for this winter? 
(2011-2012) 



La Niña has developed 

La Niña  
Typical  

Wintertime  
Pattern  



Climate Prediction Center 
Outlook - December 

The latest outlook for December has western and north central Nebraska in an 
equal chance for above, below or near normal temperature and precipitation.  

B – Below Normal 
A – Above Normal 
EC – Equal Chances   
      for Above, Below  
      or Near Normal 

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability 



Climate Prediction Center 
Outlook - December, January, February 

The latest winter outlook for the three months of December , January, February 
has western and north central Nebraska in an equal chance for above, below or 
near normal temperature. However, there is a higher chance for above normal 
precipitation for most of western and north central Nebraska. 

B – Below Normal 
A – Above Normal 
EC – Equal Chances   
      for Above, Below  
      or Near Normal 

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability 



Climate Prediction Center 
Spring Outlook - March, April, May 

The latest spring outlook for the three months of March, April, May has western 
and north central Nebraska in an equal chance for above, below or near normal 
temperature. However, there is a higher chance for below normal precipitation 
for most of western and north central Nebraska. 

B – Below Normal 
A – Above Normal 
EC – Equal Chances   
      for Above, Below  
      or Near Normal 

Temperature Probability Precipitation Probability 



Current Drought State 



No Drought Conditions Expected through the Winter 
for Western and North Central Nebraska 



• Due to La Niña and recent winter trends there is a higher 
expectation of a wet pattern to develop over the winter months of 
December, January and February, then turning more to a dry 
pattern in the spring months of March, April and May.  

• The outlook for temperatures is much less certain. There is a 
higher chance for the northern plains to be below normal while the 
southern plains are expected to be above normal. However the 
central plains has an equal chance for above, below or near normal 
temperatures. 

• Exceptional drought conditions persist over the southern plains, 
however it is not expected to expand north at this time. 

Questions – Matthew.Masek@noaa.gov or Christopher.Buttler@noaa.gov 


